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What is an OSHA defined hazardous 
chemical?

May 2015

• Chemical means any substance, or 
mixture of substances. 

• Hazardous chemical means any 
chemical which is classified as a physical 
hazard or a health hazard, a simple 
asphyxiant, combustible dust, pyrophoric 
gas, or hazard not otherwise classified



DLA Strategic Materials HazCom 
Program Overview

• Purpose: to prevent occupational injuries and 
illnesses related to hazardous substances
– Personnel and contractors are provided with essential 

safety and health information and training needed to 
work safely with the hazardous substances found in the 
workplace

• Applies at all DLA Strategic Materials facilities 
where hazardous chemicals are used in Depot 
operations and to all personnel, including janitorial 
and facilities maintenance contract personnel, who 
by the nature of their duties may use or be 
exposed to these chemicals

• United Nations GHS of Classification and Labeling 
will be fully in effect by June 1, 2015.
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HazCom Updates
• Beginning June 1, 2015, all DLA Strategic Materials Material Safety Data Sheets will 

be replaced with updated Safety Data Sheets
– Includes accompanying shipments of materials, hard copies at depots, on shared drive, and 

in annual HazCom training presentation
– Depot environmental monitors will be responsible for obtaining and maintaining the SDSs. 
– Environmental Monitor should contact the manufacturer to obtain an SDS if it was not 

included with the material shipment.

• After December 1, 2015, DLA Strategic Materials shall not ship containers labeled 
by the chemical manufacturer or importer unless the label has been modified to 
comply with the GHS/OSHA requirements
– Chemicals received at depots will be inspected to ensure that the required labels have been 

affixed to the container by the manufacturer or distributor. 

• Acquisition contracts for strategic and critical materials will contain a clause 
requiring Safety Data Sheets and proper labeling of containers.

• By June 1, 2016, DLA Strategic Materials must update workplace labeling and its 
HAZCOM program as necessary and provide additional employee training, to 
include contractor personnel working onsite for newly identified physical or health 
hazards.
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UPDATE: Safety Data Sheets
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*No employee should use a hazardous chemical without being 
familiar with the chemical by first reviewing the MSDS or SDS so 
that he or she is fully aware of the potential hazards associated 
with its use*



Section 1: Identification
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• Product Identifier
• Name, form, family, molecular 

weight/formula

• Other means of 
Identification
• Other common names

• Recommended Uses
• Manufacturer, 

Importer, or 
Responsible Party

• Emergency Phone 
Number



Section 2: Hazard (s) 
Identification

• Classification of Chemical 
Per OSHA CFR 1910.1200
– Skin, Eye, Respiratory, 

Target Organ (prolonged)

• Label Elements
• Other Hazards
• Unknown Acute Toxicity

– For a mixture that contains 
an ingredient(s) with 
unknown toxicity, a 
statement will be included 
describing how much of 
the mixture consists of 
ingredient(s) with unknown 
acute toxicity
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Section 3: Composition/Information 
on Ingredients

• Chemical Name/Composition
• Common names/synonyms
• CAS #/Unique identifiers
• Chemical where trade secret is 

claimed
– A statement that the specific chemical 

identity and/or exact percentage 
(concentration) of composition has been 
withheld as a trade secret is required. 
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Section 4: First-Aid 
Measures

• Description of first 
aid measures

• Most important 
symptoms/effects, 
acute and delayed

• Indication of 
immediate medial 
attention/special 
treatment
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Section 5: Fire-Fighting 
Measures

• Recommendations for suitable 
extinguishing equipment

• Advice on specific hazards that 
develop from the chemical during fire

• Recommendations on special PPE or 
precautions for firefighters
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Section 6: Accidental Release 
Measures

• Provides recommendations on 
appropriate response to spills, 
leaks or releases
– Includes containment and cleanup 

practices to prevent or minimize 
exposure 
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Section 7: Handling and 
Storage

• Provides guidance on safe handling practices 
and conditions for safe storage of chemicals
– Recommendations/Precautions for safe 

handling
– Recommendations on conditions for safe 

storage
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Section 8: Exposure 
Controls/Personal Protection

• Indicates exposure 
limits, engineering 
controls, and 
personal protective 
measures
– Used to minimize 

worker exposure
– PELs/TLVs
– PPE
– Special requirements 

for PPE (i.e. type of 
glove material, etc.)
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Section 9: Physical and Chemical 
Properties

• Identifies physical and chemical properties 
associated with the substance/mixture
– Appearance, Odor, pH, Melting/Freezing point, 

flammability, flash point, etc. 
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Section 10: Stability and 
Reactivity

• Describes reactivity hazards of the 
chemical and the chemical stability info
– Indication if chemical is stable/unstable under 

normal ambient temp and conditions
– Possibility of hazardous reactions
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Section 11: Toxicological Information

• Identifies 
toxicological and 
health effects info or 
indicates that such 
data are not available
– Likely routes of 

exposure
– Description of short or 

long term exposure 
effects

– Numerical measures 
of toxicity

– Description of 
symptoms
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Section 12: Ecological 
Information

• Provides information 
to evaluate the 
environmental 
impact of 
chemical(s) if 
released to the 
environment
– Data from toxicity tests 

on aquatic organisms
– Biodegradation/oxidation

/hydrolysis potential
– Absorption/leaching 

study results
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Section 13: Disposal Considerations 
(non-mandatory)

• Provides guidance on proper disposal 
practices, recycling or reclamation of 
the chemical(s) or its container

May 2015



Section 14: Transport Information 
(non-mandatory)

• Provides guidance 
on classification 
information for 
shipping and 
transporting of 
hazardous 
chemical(s) by 
road, air, rail or sea
– UN number, 

shipping name
– Transport hazard 

class
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Section 15: Regulatory 
Information

• Identifies the safety, health, and 
environmental regulations specific 
for the product that are not 
indicated anywhere else on the SDS
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Section 16: Other 
information

• Indicates when the SDS was prepared 
or when last known revision was made

• Also includes other useful information 
as necessary
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Location of Facility SDSs
• All updated facility SDSs will be 

located on the Q drive at Q://DNSC-
M/ME/Safety Data Sheets

• Hard copies will also be located at 
each depot
– Contact depot Environmental Monitor for 

hard copy location
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UPDATE: Labels

• OSHA Label info 

    will include:
– Product identifier
– Signal word
– Hazard statement(s)
– Pictogram(s)
– Precautionary statement(s)
– Name, address, and telephone number of 

the chemical manufacturer, importer, or 
other responsible party
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Pictograms
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*Reference your OSHA quick card



Label requirements
• Shipped hazardous commodities can 

be subject to both the OSHA (i.e., GHS) 
hazard communication standard and 
DOT hazardous materials labeling 
requirements 

• When a hazardous chemical is shipped 
by or on behalf of the Depot, the outer 
package must bear all of the required 
DOT marks and labels and all of the 
OSHA container label information—
with the exception of any diamond 
shaped pictogram for the same 
hazards that the DOT diamond hazard 
label already displays.

• If material arrives at the Depot without 
proper labeling affixed, then such 
material should be returned to the 
supplier for replacement or proper 
labeling.
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Hazardous Materials 
Inventory

• Each depot will maintain a list of the hazardous 
chemicals known to be present in the work 
area/shop and stored outside

• Inventory will include identity of each 
hazardous chemical used in the work area, as 
it appears on the relevant SDS or MSDS
– Proprietary information will not be included on the 

hazardous chemical inventory 

• Inventory will be reviewed by the Depot 
Manager on an annual basis

• Contact EMR for location of your hazardous 
chemical inventory list
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Additional Information
• Hazardous Communications plan 

located on the “I am the Key” 
website

• Contact Facility Environmental 
Monitor

• Contact HQ Environmental Office
• 29 CFR 1910.1200
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